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Upcoming Council Meetings 
Citizens can attend in-person or via Zoom. 
Please go to trondek.ca or our FB page for the Zoom Links. 

Wednesday, July 8:     
TH Council Meeting @ 5:30pm in Council Chambers, Room 201A 

Wednesday, July 22: 
TH Council Meeting @ 5:30pm in Council Chambers, Room 201A 

Elders and Youth Council will resume in September.

For council meeting enquiries and to ask about virtual attendance via 
Zoom please email council.support@trondek.ca 

UpdatesNotices

Farewell Brenda
This June we said 
näntëney’in (see you again) 
to our Executive Director, 
Brenda Butterworth-
Carr, who retired after 
5 years working for TH 
Government and 32 years 
service as a member of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police.  Brenda is looking 
forward to spending time 
with her family, including 
her two dogs, Doug and 
Pete.

We're on the hunt for a 
new Executive Director, and 
they have big shoes to fill—
Brenda brought integrity, 
respect, vision, and most 
importantly, compassion 
to the ED role, and we 
will miss hearing her 
laugh around the office. 
Mӓhsį’ cho, Tr’inja shär njit 
dintl’ät! We wish you the 
very happiest retirement!



We’ve made some changes! 
In Spring of 2026, Hähkè 

and Council approved the creation 
of a new department within 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Government: 
K’änächa.

K’änächa (Can- aah-CHA) is a Hän 
word meaning “we take good 
care of each other”, and taking 
good care of each other is exactly 
what this department aims to 
do. The K’änächa Department 
will braid together three existing 
departments: Wellness, Ni’ehłyat, 
Nidähjì’(Our Families, Our Future), 
and Tr’ëhudè & Dǟ’òle’ (Justice) 
These three areas will now sit 
together as branches under one 
departmental umbrella.

The K’änächa Department uses 
a “centre of care” model, which 
aims to provide true wraparound 
supports and services to Citizens 
and their families. This approach 
was chosen in response to 
consistent feedback from Citizens 
asking that we work together 
more effectively to put Citizens at 

UpdatesUpdates

the centre of our work and avoid 
duplication of efforts. We aim 
to share resources, coordinate 
service delivery, and employ a 
case management model that 
more closely aligns with our 
values. This model reflects a 
life-course or continuum-of-care 
approach, supporting Citizens 
from birth through all stages of life 
and into their next journey. Simply 
put, it is a step toward ensuring 
Citizens are at the centre of our 
work and that our work is done in 
a Dënezhu way.

This new way of operating does 
not change any of our policies 

K’änächa Department:
Citizen Focused Care

regarding confidentiality for Citizens; coordination of services and 
a case management model will still require ongoing and informed 
consent from Citizens, and confidentiality will remain at the core of 
our work. Rather, this model ensures that Citizens are not required to 
explain their circumstances repeatedly to different departments, and 
that jëje-in can pool their skills and resources to support Citizens and 
families in a good way.

We hope that Citizens are already noticing the benefits of this new 
way of operating.



EducationEducation

A Trip to the Aufeis with Tombstone Tuesdays

We’ve been having so much 
fun with Tombstone Tuesdays 
so far! Here are a few 
snapshots of the things we’ve 
seen.

Did you know?
Aufeis is the thick 
accumulation of ice that 
forms in arctic and subarctic 
environments when water 
repeatedly flows over 
existing layers and freezes. 
Aufeis can be seen on the 
North Klondike River Trail in 
Tombstone for much of the 
summer.



EducationEducation

TH Culture Awards 
Winners Announced

Wade Sorrel
Wade is a Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Citizen who spends a great deal 
of time on the land with his family, gaining valuable hands-on 
experience and knowledge at a very young age. Every Monday, 
we look forward to hearing about his weekend adventures, which 
he is always eager to share. He is a natural storyteller who brings 
his experiences to life and teaches others through what he has 
learned. 
He shows a strong connection to the land, a willingness to share, 
and inspires those around him with his enthusiasm and knowledge.  

Jadon Taylor 
Jadon is a Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and Vuntut Gwitchin student who 
has shown incredible pride and dedication to cultural learning. This 
year, he joined his First Nation’s dance group and has performed on 
numerous occasions across the Yukon. His enthusiasm for dancing is 
inspiring, and we are so proud of the courage he shows in sharing his 
culture with others. 
He also gives back to the school community by helping his mom 
teach different styles of square dancing, sharing his knowledge and 
encouraging others to participate. You can see the pride in him every 
time he dances and how much he enjoys it!  

Grayson Graf

Grayson is a Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Citizen who prioritizes his values 
and shares his kind and generous spirit with those around him. He 
has made a positive impact at every camp and event he attends, 
consistently showing care and respect for others. 
He demonstrates his connection to culture through his creativity 
and willingness to put himself forward. This year, he created a 
beautiful gunhawk and submitted it to the “Imagine a Canada” 
competition where his work was selected and recognized, showing 
his commitment to sharing his culture and storytelling through art 
and teaching others.  
Elders describe him as a leader and someone who always takes the 
time to say hello and check in. His ability to care for other and carry 
himself with respect reflects the good life he is leading. 

The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Culture Award was given to three 
students who exhibited enthusiasm in learning about TH culture, 
traditions, and who show respect for all traditional knowledge 
holders. These students actively participate in TH cultural 
activities within the school and outside the school with their 
families. 

Congratulations to Wade, Jadon and Grayson for your 
outstanding contributions to your community and 
culture!



Employment & TrainingEmployment & Training

Ready2Work Program 
Supports Youth Skill Building 
and Career Exploration!

Year 2 of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in’s Ready2Work Program is now underway, 
offering youth in the community an opportunity to build workplace 
readiness, confidence, and explore a variety of career pathways. 

The program is a collaboration between TH Education & Ni’ehyłat Nidähjì’ 
and is designed to provide practical skills and connections to local 
opportunities.

Participants take part in a range of engagement sessions, including 
workplace orientation, a tour of the TH Farm, and an entrepreneurship 
workshop with local business owner Lue Maxwell. In July, programming 
shifts to land-based learning, where youth connect with traditional 
knowledge through medicine harvesting, plant identification, and hands-on 
creation of traditional medicine products alongside Fran Morberg-Green.

In August, participants will explore Yukon’s tourism sector through 
presentations, business visits, and hands-on learning with local employers, 
helping them better understand job opportunities within the community.

The program encourages teamwork, respect, and consistent participation, 
with youth earning wages in Dawson Dollars (mähsį cho Dawson City 
Chamber of Commerce!) as they build valuable skills over time.

It’s not too late to register, and community members are 
encouraged to reach out if they know a young person aged 
12-15 who may benefit from the program.



Special Feature Special Feature



HeritageHeritage

The Hän Language program is excited to share some of the 
collaborative work completed with Yukon University on 
Łuk cho t’äga Hwëdëk (Salmon Girl Story).

With funding from EleV, this project involved an in-depth 
exploration of the story, followed by the creation of 
commemorative pins. 

After our community deep dive, the Hän team developed 
a Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Hän version of the Salmon Girl Story. 

This version will be featured in an upcoming documentary 
produced by Jackie Olson and David Curtis. The story 
will also be shared with the community at Moosehide 
Gathering through a puppet show presentation. 

The pins seen on the right were designed by Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Citizens, community members, and students 
from Robert Service School.

The pins will be handed out at 
Moosehide Gathering for the 
community to enjoy. 

Łuk cho t’äga Hwëdëk
Salmon Girl Story



Dänojà’̨ Zho Cultural Centre

Dänojà’̨ Zho is on the Move!
The jëje-in at Dänojà’̨ Zho 
Cultural Centre have been 
working hard to create a 
temporary exhibition at 
the old BYN Co. building 
next door. The move comes 
in the midst of ongoing 
renovations at the Zho. 

In addition to the location 
in town, you can also see 
artworks curated by DZCC at 
the Tombstone Interpretive 
Centre this summer. River 
and Cassidy spent the day 
installing a new exhibition 
in the K’ëläk’ày’ Gallery 
upstairs at the Centre.  

The exhibition, titled 
Welcoming Back the Sun, 
features work from Isis Van 
Bibber, Aiden Duncan, Darcy 
McDiarmid, Tamara Dickson 
and Jackie Olson.

Be sure to check it out the 
next time you are out for a 
drive up the Dempster!

Dänojà’̨ Zho Cultural Centre

Seen on the left is a completed 
hood by Emily Jan. Emily started 
this hood during  the Cultural 
Activation Days and is an 
example of our Long Ago Hood 
Revitalization Program. 

DZCC will continue with long ago 
hood revitalization in the fall.

We acknowldge that the funding 
for this programming comes from 
the Yukon Historical & Museums 
Association and the Yukon 
Government.

Happy 
National 
Indigenous 
Peoples 
Day!
Mähsį 
cho for 
celebrating 
with us.



Implementation Implementation

Getting a look at the Casino 
Mine Site on the ground 
and in the air.
A mix of jëje-in and Citizens 
travelled to Casino Creek on June 
16 to learn about the proposed 
Casino Mine. The site offered 
participants an opportunity 
to explore the landscape by 
helicopter and learn where the 
proposed mine infrastructure 
could be constructed. Additional 
tours will take place July 9 and 
16.
TH is participating actively in the 
Yukon Environmental and Socio-
economic Assessment Board 
Panel Review for the Casino Mine 
project and engaging directly 
with Casino Mining Corporation 
to understand potential effects to 
TH rights and interests from the 
proposed project.



ImplementationImplementation

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Citizens were invited to the Mansfield/
Tanacross Culture Camp, held from June 7–12 of this year, to 
continue research and participate in Dënëzhù Law revitalization. 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in has been actively studying Dënëzhù laws 
and protocols, building on knowledge passed down through 
generations. For many years, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and Tanacross 
have maintained a strong and enduring relationship, grounded in 
shared histories of storytelling, potlatches, and cultural exchange.

This generational connection continues to thrive through ongoing 
participation in culture camps, potlatches, and storytelling 
gatherings. The relationship is reciprocal and rooted in core 

values such as respect, interconnectedness, justice, balance, and 
integrity. Elders, Citizens, and youth come together to learn, share, 
and engage in hands-on experiences that strengthen cultural 
knowledge and practice. These activities include storytelling, song 
and dance, gunhawk decorating, and learning protocols related to 
salmon fish camps, hunting, potlatches, and history.

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in has maintained close ties with friends and 
relatives in Tanacross, Alaska for generations, and continues to 
nurture this connection to support the vitality of cultural practices, 
songs, dances, and traditional laws. We look forward to welcoming 
our Tanacross friends and relatives to the Moosehide Gathering, 
where we can continue to grow and advance our shared cultural 
revitalization efforts.

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Citizens Kylie Van Every, Paul Butterworth, 
Teresa Procee, Nathaniel Van Every and Jennifer Mierau were all in 
attendance at the Mansfield/Tanacross Culture Camp. Continuing Cultural 

Connections



NoticesWhitehorse Office

This month, the Whitehorse Office supported Citizens through 
referrals, information sharing, outreach, and community events.

We continue to work with many partners and local organizations 
to connect Citizens with supports and services. Some of the 
organizations we work closely with include: Skookum Jim Friendship 
Centre, Queer Yukon, Yukon Aboriginal Women's Council, Victoria 
Faulkner Women's Centre, CYFN Family Preservation, Cultural 
Connection and Wellness Centre, CIRNAC Client Services and FASSY 
Yukon. Mähsį’ to our partners for your ongoing support. 

June Highlights include hosting the Elders Council meeting, 
supporting Citizens during the Citizenship registrar visit, Elders 
monthly tea, welcoming Dawson outreach employees Zoey and 
Krystal for addiction support services and assisting a group of 
Whitehorse Elders in taking a TH bus to attend Mabel and Percy's 
potlatch ceremony in Dawson.

Upcoming July Events:
• July 6: Citizen Engagement Session (Citizen Portal)
• July 16: Elders Tea
• July 29 - August 1: Moosehide Gathering

Citizen Highlight: Mark Russel
After 28 years in Whitehorse, TH Elder Mark 
Russell has returned home to Dawson. A 
proud father of two and a familiar face in our 
community, Mark is enjoying reconnecting 
with his traditional territory and sharing 
his experiences through videos of Dawson. 
While we will miss seeing Mark around the 
Whitehorse Office, we wish him all the best in 
this exciting new chapter.

Save the Date!

LoveBack Wellness Retreat with Myrna McCallum 
Friday, July 10 : TH jëje-in
Saturday, July 11 & Sunday, July 12: Open to all Citizens

Nänkäk Ch’èhǫ̀ląy
Contact Natasha Negreiff to book a cabin (867) 993-3571
Rides will be provided.




