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Chʼëtsʼik Sranän 

Frosty Month

Ga(h) nëk-’ąy. I see a rabbit



Upcoming Council Meetings 

Citizens can attend in-person or via Zoom. 

Please go to trondek.ca or our FB page for the Zoom Links. 

Tuesday, February 10:    

Elders Council Meeting @ 5:30pm in Äłät Nëhëjël
Tuesday, February 17:     

Special Elders Council Meeting @ 5:30pm in Äłät Nëhëjël
Wednesday, February 18: 

TH Council Meeting @ 5:30pm in Council Chambers, Room 201A

Tuesday, February 24: 

Youth Council Meeting @ 5:00pm in K’äjìt-in Zho

For council meeting enquiries and to ask about virtual attendance via 

Zoom please email council.support@trondek.ca 

Legal Aid 

The Legal Aid Lawyer will be in Dawson at the Administration Building 

on February 16th, 2026 to meet with clients and Circuit Court will be 

held on February 17th, 2026 upstairs in the Dawson Museum at 10am.

Message from the Housing 
Department 
The Housing Department would like to remind tenants and 

community members to please only flush toilet paper and 
biodegradable waste down toilets and drains. Recently, the City of 

Dawson has found non-biodegradable items such as floor cleaning 
products, feminine hygiene products, shop towels, and wet wipes in 

the sewer system. These items have caused blockages and made it 

more difficult to complete repairs, including the work to thaw frozen 
lines last month. 

 

We kindly ask everyone to be mindful of what goes down the drain 

to help protect our community’s water and sewer system. Thank 

you to our tenants for your patience and understanding during the 

recent emergency, and for doing your part to keep our infrastructure 

working safely and smoothly.

Go to trondek. ca to read about the completion of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Elders 
Complex, and current updates on the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage Complex, the 
Dawson Recreation Centre, and the Dawson Multi-Unit Residential Building. 

Information is also included on the upcoming Introductory Carpentry Training 

Program in Dawson City, delivered in partnership with Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and 
Yukon University, supporting local Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth and their interest and 
participation in the trades. 

Hear from Wildstone - Quarterly Update 



Students in charge: Yukon University 
launches bridging program
Program aims to support Indigenous students 

in post-secondary courses tailored to individual 

needs

Isabella Calissi · CBC News · Posted: Jan 29, 2026 9:06 AM MST 

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in First Nation (THFN) 
has partnered with Yukon University 
to create the school’s first bridging 
program.

The program is meant to support students 

in achieving their post-secondary goals 

by offering flexible class schedules, 
grading options, and offering a variety 

of programs. Sue Parsons, courses and 

programs manager at the university, said 

the program is supposed to flip how school 
usually works. Instead of the programs 

being developed and students fitting into 
the model. Students are instead defining 
what they want the content and the 

curriculum to look like for them. 

“They can define the hours in which they 
want the program to run,” she said. “They 
can define how they decide to credential 
themselves and how they will assess their 
personal success in the program.” 

Melissa Atkinson, the First Nation’s adult 
learning and employment manager, said 

the program has been in the works for 

the last 18 months. Originally it was only 

going to be an academic pathway, but the 

program expanded to look at what kind of 

skills people wanted to develop.

“It was sort of born out of a long history 
of conversations around what challenges 
students were facing and how we could help 
to address [and] get out in front of those 
challenges,” she said. 

Atkinson adds she is not aware of another 

program in Canada that has this much 

flexibility, and is, “pretty well solely 
designed by the students.”Leanne Dickson 

is one of the seven bridging program 

students starting the 12-month program 

in January 2026. (Isabella Calissi/CBC)

“I feel like I’m in the right spot right now 
and I’m here to work on myself, find myself, 
and go from there,” said Leanne Dickson. 

She’s one of the seven students attending 

the program over the next 12 months. 

Kim Joseph, another student, does 

seasonal work as an environmental 

monitor. She said she’s been “out of the 
loop” for a while, and this program will 

help her get back on her feet. Joseph said 

she’s also excited to take on any traditional 

learning being offered, like how to make 

snowshoes. 

“I’ve always wanted to do a lot of traditional 
learnings, but all these years I spent working 
and stuff like that,” she said. “A lot of us, we 
wanted to do that, but we’re working and it 
happens at times. So now I’m just going to 
take the opportunity because you know, you 
can.”

Another student, Christine Blanchard 

Fraser, says the program will help her get 

into the school’s pathways course, where 

she plans to study geology and earth 

sciences.

“So it’s not going to be as hard and we’ll do it 
as a team,” said Blanchard Fraser. 

Jordan Taylor, the bridging program 

coordinator, said students will be doing 

“self-reflecting” activities over the coming 
weeks, to figure out where they want to 
go based on their current interests. To 

start it off, students were asked at the 

program launch party to place stickers on 

the “menu of possibilities,” featuring types 
of courses available to them.

Taylor and her team will then help figure 
out what kind of programming they can 

offer, and “use that to individually nudge 
people into where they want to go in life, 

whether it be an academic goal, personal 

or employment.”

“I know a lot of people, including myself, 
didn’t have a good experience with school 
and it’s not really tailored to the student. So 
I think this is a really good opportunity to 
show people that we are here for you. We 
want you to do as well as you can and we’re 
behind you all the way to get where you 
want to be.”



It’s Elder Appreciation Week at Hätr’unohtän Zho / RSS! 
To sign up for the lunches with classes, or for a Moosehide 

Winter, please contact:

Nathan Dewell // nathan.dewell@trondek.ca or (867) 
993-3114 / Katie English // katie.english@trondek.ca or 

(867) 993 4275



K’äjìt-in Zho

Programminng






