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Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth Council 

K’äjit-in Zho 
January 27, 2026 

         5:00pm 
 

AGENDA 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
1. Review and Approval of Agenda (additions or deletions) 
 
2. Items for Discussion 

2.1.  Appointment of Youth Ex-Officio on TH Council 
 
3. Approval of Minutes - (errors or omissions) 

3.1. YC2025-10-27 DRAFT Minutes 
 

4. Upcoming Dates and Events Calendar 
4.1. TH Council Meeting – February 4 @ 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, Room 201A 
4.2. Elders Council Meeting – February 10 @ 5:30 p.m. in Älät Nëhëjël  
4.3. TH Council Meeting – February 18 @ 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, Room 201A 
4.4. Youth Council Meeting – February 24 @ 5:00 p.m. in K’äjit-in Zho  

 
5. Youth Roundtable 
 
Meeting Adjournment   
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BRIEFING NOTE  
 
PREPARED FOR: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth Council 
DATE: January 27, 2026 
DEPARTMENT(S): Governance and Executive Operations 
AUTHORS: Noémy Arseneau, Administrative Assistant to Council 
DELEGATES:  Noémy Arseneau 

 
CONTENT:  

1. Briefing Note – Appointment of Youth Ex-Officio on Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Council  

2. Youth Council Terms of Reference 

3. Youth Council Resolution 2025-11-24-## Appointment of Youth Council Ex-Officio on 

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Council 

 

APPOINTMENT OF YOUTH COUNCIL EX-OFFICIO ON TR’ONDËK 
HWËCH’IN COUNCIL 

 
KEY ISSUES:  

• As per the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in (TH) Youth Council Terms of Reference, the TH Youth 

Council shall appoint an Ex-Officio (Youth Council Representative) to TH Council. 

 

BACKGROUND:   
The last TH Youth Council Ex-Officio was appointed in 2024. According to the Youth Council 

Terms of Reference, the TH Youth Council appoints a Youth Council Representative (Ex-Officio 

Councillor) to TH Council.  

 

Responsibilities 

• Serve as the link between Youth Council and TH Council.  

• Attend TH Council meetings. 

• Prepare and present a Youth Council report. 

• Ensure important information is shared between both Councils. 
 
Support 
The Administrative Assistant to Council is available to assist the Youth Ex-Officio with creating 

reports and preparing information for Youth Council.  

 

TH Council Meeting Attendance 
Attendance at all TH Council meetings is not required. However, it is recommended to attend 

the two regularly scheduled monthly TH Council meetings.  

 



 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Term Length 
The Youth Council Representative holds a four-month appointment. After this term, a new 

representative will be elected or appointed, or the previous representative may put their name 

forward for another term.  

 

RECOMMENDATION:  
It is recommended that the Youth Council nominate and appoint a Youth Ex-Officio Councillor 

for a four-month term.  
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Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth Council 

Terms of Reference 

 
Purpose and Role 
 
The purpose of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth Council (herein referred to as ‘Youth Council’) is 
to: 
 

 Provide advice and guidance to TH  Council, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in departments and any 
relevant outside agencies  

 Act on issues that affect the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in community at large and those that affect 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth  

 Actively seek out traditional knowledge and teachings from Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Elders 
and maintain a connection to our cultural practices 

 Direct programming for Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth members  
 The Youth Council shall be responsible for the operation and ongoing maintenance of  

their Council 
 The Youth Council shall have the power to make rules for the conduct of its proceedings. 

 
Authority 
 

 The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth Council is established pursuant to Section 13 of the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Constitution  

 These Terms of Reference are in conjunction with the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Constitution, 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Governance Act, and the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final and Self-
Government Agreements  

 
Membership 
 

 All Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Citizens who are fifteen (15) to thirty (30) years of age shall be 
members of the Youth Council 

 The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth Council shall (appoint) a Chair for each youth council 
meeting to preside over the meetings, approve the agenda for the meeting, and ensure that 
the meetings are conducted efficiently and effectively. If more than one candidate is put 
forward, the successful Chair will receive: 

o The majority of votes 
 

 The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth Council shall (appoint) an alternate Chair to preside over 
the meetings if the Chair is unavailable. If more than one candidate is put forward, the 
successful alternate Chair will receive: 

o The majority of votes 
 

 The Tr’ondëk Hwech’in Youth Council shall (appoint) an ex-officio (Youth Council 
Representative) Councillor to the TH Council. The ex-officio shall be responsible for 
liaising between the Youth Council and TH Council, pursuant to Section 13.4 of the 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Constitution. This includes attending TH Council meetings, 
preparing a Youth Council report and ensuring appropriate information is exchanged 
between the Councils. While the ex-officio is unable to vote in TH Council proceedings, 
he/she may voice his/her opinion on any issue. If more than one candidate is put forward, 
the successful ex-officio will receive: 

o The majority of votes 
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Terms 
 

 The Chair and alternate Chair will be appointed/ elected before each Youth Council 
meeting. 

 The appointed Youth ex-officio Councillor shall hold a four-month appointment, after 
which a new ex-officio shall be elected/ appointed (or the previous ex-officio runs for re-
election) 

 
Payment of Members 
 

 Under the current rate of remuneration for the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth Council, any 
Youth attending meetings in the capacity as a member of the Youth Council shall receive: 

o $30/hour  
 

Operations 
 

 The Youth Council shall have the power to decide and change the rules of conduct and 
decorum of their meetings.  

 The Youth Council shall meet on the  last Monday of every month, unless otherwise 
noted. 

 All Youth Council business shall be conducted by (consensus, majority)  
 All conduct will be respectful.  
 In order for a meeting of the Youth Council to be called to order, a quorum of (4) must be 

established 
 All Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Citizens are welcome to attend Youth Council meetings  

 
Setting the Agenda 
 

 The Youth Council Ex-Officio shall be responsible for setting the meeting agendas, based 
on input from the Youth Council, TH Administration, and outside agencies.  

 
Reporting Structure 
 

 The TH Administration shall be responsible for the accurate taking of minutes at Youth 
Council meetings. The format of the minutes shall reflect the wishes of the Youth 
Council. 



 

 

MOVED BY:  
  
SECONDED BY:  
 
PASSED BY:   
  
DATED:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Youth Council Chair [______]  

 

 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth Council 

 
 

Resolution 2026-01-27-##  
 

 

 APPOINTMENT OF YOUTH COUNCIL EX-OFFICIO ON TR’ONDËK 

HWËCH’IN COUNCIL 
 

 

WHEREAS as per the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in (TH) Youth Council Terms of 
Reference, the Youth Council shall appoint an Ex-Officio to TH Council; and  
 
WHEREAS the appointed Youth Ex-Officio Councillor will hold a four-month 
appointment, after which a new representative will be elected or appointed, or the 
previous representative may put their name forward for another term.  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the TH Youth Council appoint [fill in 
name at Youth Council meeting] as Youth Ex-Officio Councillor on TH Council.  
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Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Youth Council 
K’äjit-in Zho 

October 27, 2025 
         5:00pm 

 
AGENDA 

 

Attendees: Alyssa Lutz (Zoom), Jeremy Graff (Zoom), Shilou Wold (Zoom), Zack Yeager (chair) 
 
Jëje-in: Leah Payne, Administrative Assistant; Bipin Kothyari, Kathleen McGarity, Johnathon Robinson 
(presenter and participant)  
 
Meeting called to order: 5:09pm  
 
1. Review and Approval of Agenda (additions or deletions) 

• Request to remove agenda item 2.3 Fundraising Campaign for Youth Trips 

• Request to add agenda item regarding Election Forum, added as 2.3 
 
Moved by: Zack Yeager 
Seconded by: Johnathon Robinson 
Passed by: consensus 

 
2. Items for Discussion 

2.1.  Update on Establishment of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Farm Advisory Committee (Derrick Hastings, 
Johnathon Robinson, and Bipin Kothyari) 

• TH Citizens expressed strong support for a citizen-led Farm Advisory Committee to guide the 
farm’s operations and future direction. 

• The proposed committee will include five TH Citizens representing diverse voices such as 
Youth, Elders, Cultural Practitioners, Wellness Representatives, and Educators. 

• A Citizen Survey (42 responses) highlighted priorities like learning and wellness opportunities, 
youth-elder collaboration, cultural teachings, and food security. 

• The committee will provide guidance rooted in Indigenous knowledge, support intergenerational 
learning and cultural revitalization, and advise on strategic initiatives like a three-season 
greenhouse. 

• High Engagement: 15 Citizens volunteered to join the committee, with 3 more nominated by 
others, showing strong community interest in participation. 

• Looking to have youth participation, please send email to Bipin or Johnathon if interested.  

• Final advisory committee will be submitted to and approved by TH Council. 
 Youth Comments - Will that be at the next THC meeting?  

o It will likely be sometime in January or February after candidates are selected and put 
forward. 

 
2.2.  Discussion on Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Tourism Initiative (Bipin Kothyari, Shilou Wold, Jeremy Graff, 

and Alyssa Lutz) 
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• Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in youth face barriers to culturally relevant training and employment in 
Dawson’s tourism sector. 

• Tourism employers acknowledge a skills shortage but lack strong collaboration with First Nations 
communities to address it. 

• A foundational plan is required to align youth interests, industry needs, and community values 
before launching programs. 

• The initiative’s first phase emphasizes community engagement, youth and employer surveys, a 
needs assessment, and a monitoring framework. 

• Youth Council input is crucial to ensure cultural relevance and youth priorities are central to the 
initiative’s design. 

• This is an opportunity for youth to step in to the tourism sector and explore opportunities and 
training that could lead to more citizens starting their own businesses.  
 Youth comments – will TH be funding the youth initiatives?  

o We are looking for partners to help participate and train youth citizens and provide them 
with the opportunity for co-ownership or starting their own business.  

 
2.3. Leaders Election Forum (Kathleen McGarity) 

• There is an election forum with party leaders this evening in the hall, it will also be livestreamed 
on Facebook.  

• Does anyone have any questions they would want to ask of Currie Dixon or Kate White?  
 No questions or comments from youth. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes - (errors or omissions) 

3.1. YC2025-09-29 DRAFT Minutes 

• Recap of last month's minutes, sharing info with youth not in attendance. 
 

Moved by: Zack Yeager 
Seconded by: Johnathon Robinson 
Passed by: consensus 

 
4. Upcoming Dates and Events Calendar 

4.1. TH Council Meeting – November 5th @ 5:30pm in Council Chambers, Room 201A 
4.2. Elders Council Meeting – November 18th @ 5:30pm in Älät Nëhëjël  
4.3. TH Council Meeting – November 20th @ 5:30pm in Town Hall Conference Room, Best Western 

Gold Rush Inn, Whitehorse 
4.4. TH Christmas Dinner in Whitehorse – November 21st @ 5:00pm in Town Hall Conference Room, 

Best Western Gold Rush Inn, Whitehorse 
4.5. Youth Council Meeting – November 24th @ 5:00pm in K’äjit-in Zho  

 
5. Youth Roundtable 

• No comments 
 
Meeting Adjournment – 5: 47pm.  
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