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Tr’ondék Hwéch’in Challenges Government of Yukon’s
Ongoing Mismanagement of Encumbering Rights

Dawson City — Having exhausted all other remedies and, after years of unsuccessful negotiations
with successive Yukon government administrations, Tr'ondék Hwéch’in Government (TH) was
forced today to file suit against the Government of Yukon (YG) in the Yukon Supreme Court. This
suit aims to address YG's ongoing failure to perform its obligations under the Tr'ondék Hwéch’in
Final Agreement (THFA) by allowing unlawful rights to encumber and damage TH Settlement
Land. Losses incurred by Tr'ondék Hwéch’in due to this failure cannot continue to accumulate,
and so we must turn once again to the courts to ensure all signatories to the THFA uphold their
legal commitments.

The THFA requires YG to take steps to ensure TH can benefit from its Settlement Land, including
by imposing obligations on how YG must administer “Encumbering Rights” on TH Settlement
Land. Encumbering Rights are rights and other burdens over TH Settlement Land that were in
effect at the time the THFA came into effect. In order to ensure that TH can benefit from its
Settlement Land, they can be renewed or replaced only when YG complies with the THFA and
applicable law. There are hundreds of mineral claims that existed on TH Settlement Lands prior
to the signing of the THFA. It is important that these encumbering rights are managed
appropriately by YG such that they do not cause unnecessary burden on TH peaceful use and
enjoyment of Settlement Land.

There is a long history of our territorial treaty partner breaching the THFA by failing to have any
management process in place and by allowing many idle and unlawful Encumbering Rights to
burden and damage TH Settlement Land.

“TH has fulfilled our side of the deal that we reached under the Final Agreement, but YG must
do the same. TH is not trying to undermine Encumbering Rights on our Settlement Land that are
appropriately administered, but YG must be held accountable for doing nothing while other
improper rights stop us from using our Settlement Land and causing us harm,” said Hahke
Darren Taylor. “This is not about any one political party’s wrong doings; this is about ensuring
our treaty partner upholds their end of the deal. We are tired of waiting for YG to do what they
are obligated to do, and this damage must be remedied”.

TH filed a statement of claim in the Yukon Supreme Court on December 4, 2025, which seeks to
address YG's breaches of the THFA and seeks significant damages from YG to compensate and
address the harm that TH and TH citizens have suffered over the years.
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