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Ä̀h’ä̀ shin honląy. It is summer outside.

Chʼëdoghor Sranän 

Play month



Notices

Council Meetings 
Citizens can attend in-person or via Zoom. 
Please go to trondek.ca or our FB page for the Zoom links. 
Wednesday, June 4    
TH Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm in Council Chambers, Room 201A
Tuesday, June 10   
Elders Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm at Äłät Nëhëjël
Wednesday, June 18
TH Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm in Council Chambers, Room 201A
Thursday, June 26
Special Elders Council Meeting: Open Discussion @ 5:30 pm at Äłät Nëhëjël
Monday, June 30
TH Youth Council Meeting @ 5:00 pm at K’äjit-in Zho
For Council Meeting enquiries and to ask about virtual attendance via Zoom 
please email council.support@trondek.ca 

Disbursement Grant Reminder:

This is a friendly reminder to send your receipts and proof of expenses for the 2024 
Disbursement Grant. 

You can submit your receipts by:
• Emailing  them to  disbursements@trondek.ca 

• Mailing them to: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
         PO Box 599, 
         Dawson City YT, 
         Y0B 1G0 

• Stopping by the Finance department in person

Submitting receipts helps keep things moving smoothly for everyone and will ensure 
quick processing of the next Disbursement Grant when one becomes available. 

Mähsį’ cho for your help - we really appreciate it!

          



Notices 

The Legal Aid Lawyer will be in Dawson:
June 16
2:00 - 6:00 pm
Administrative Building, Room 211

The Legal Aid Lawyer will be available to speak with clients for Court.

Court will be held on June 17 at 10:00 am,
upstairs at the Dawson City Museum for persons whose name appears 
on the docket.

For more information, please contact: Lorraine.Granston@trondek.ca

There is a grade 12 High School 
Graduation Bursary available for TH 
Citizens.

The bursary is for a $100 gift card 
to staples, $300 towards graduation 
regalia, and a traditional gift.

Please reach out to TH Education for 
the Grad Bursary Application Form: 
education@trondek.ca

Application deadline is June 30, 2025

Congratulations to all the grads!



The morning of May 20 marked the 
opening of the new summer exhibition 
at Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre (DZCC). 
TH Staff and community members 
gathered out front of DZCC to celebrate 
the opening with story, song, dance and 
thoughtful words.
Dänojä Wëtihchën: Long-Ago Potlatch 
Exhibit, curated by River Doucette, 
is a showcase of both historical and 
traditional knowledge as well as sacred 
items which are intrinsic to traditions 
surrounding the long-ago potlatch.
The long-ago potlatch is a sacred 
gathering which involved ceremony and 
reciprocal bonding and kinship between 
people, clans and neighboring First 
Nations.  
As part of the exhibition, TH Elders, staff 
and community members undertook the 
important project of revitalizing the high 
heritage item: the tall potlatch hat.
This began quietly 2 years ago when 
Elders visiting DZCC were shown a 
rare photograph from 1907 featuring 
Hän dancers adorned in tall, pointed 
ceremonial hats. This image sparked a 
wave of curiosity. 
Elder Doris Roberts was among those 
who recognized the significance of the 
photos and identified the subjects as 
Hän relatives. 
After seeking traditional knowledge from 
Elders, the research expanded to search 
for similar traditions from neighboring 
nations. A photo of a similar tall hat was 
discovered among the Yakutat Tlingit of 
Alaska. This photo, which showed more 
detail, helped build confidence that a 
Hän specific ceremonial hat could also 
be reconstructed by a commissioned 
artist.
Faye Chamberlain, Dawson City-based 
Indigenous artist and sewist was asked 
to use the research and images to 
recreate the Hän potlatch hat. 

A Grand Opening!
Dänojä Wëtihchën: Long-Ago Potlatch Exhibit

Upon it’s completion, the hat was 
gifted to Hähkè Darren Taylor. It will 
be worn during sacred ceremonies 
and significant cultural gatherings.

The journey of understanding 
and establishing protocols for the 
tall potlatch hat is ongoing. After 
consulting with Elders, workshops 
will be held with Chamberlain to 
teach Hän/ Tr’ondëk Citizens how to 
reconstruct future potlatch hats.

Accompanying the tall potlatch hat 
are an impressive array of ceremonial 
objects. Among them is a Long-Ago 
Bonnet made by Sharon and Sheila 
Vittrekwa (no-cry).  

"Over the years, I have brought 
back some of our patterns, sewing 
patterns, regalia, customs, songs, 
teachings. I was raised by Elders and 
have continuously worked with Elders 
where I live and work." says Sharon.

The hope of this exhibition is to 
share  the knowledge and foster 
revitalization of traditions to prevent 
some of these high heritage practices 
from being lost to history forever.

Mähsį’ cho to all the community 
members who contributed to the 
making of this exhibition.

The exhibition is open 10:00 am - 
4:00 pm daily until August 29.

Come by for a cup of tea, a visit and 
to experience Dänojä Wëtihchën for 
yourself!

Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre:
(867) 993-7100 ext. 500

Chamberlain constructed the potlatch 
hat using traditional techniques and 
authentic materials such as antique 
trade beads, sacred dentalium shells, 
and ermine fur.



Trʼondëk Hwëchʼin staff visited Old 
Crow this month to attend Caribou 
Days. The trip was an opportunity to 
strengthen community relationships 
and ties between Vuntut Gwitchin and 
Trʼondëk Hwëchʼin. 

Mähsį’ cho to the community of Old 
Crow for welcoming our staff with open 
arms and warm hospitality!

Congratulations to the recent 
recipients of the Arctic 
Inspiration Prize: Empowering 
Northern Voices. This group of 
driven youth will use the 
$100,000 in prize money to 
create “Empowering Northern 
Voices: Youth Gathering for 
Yukon, NWT and Nunavut.”
This event will focus on 
cultural exchange, leadership 
development and collaborative 
problem solving to address 
issues affecting northern youth.

April Events

Pictured here are recipients Alexandria Nagano, Parker Gammie, Shay Cochrane, Stacey 
McDiarmid, Cassidy Everitt, Melia Gammie and Jada Silver with Premier Ranj Pillai.

The TH Education Adult Learning team 
hosted the first round of Guiding Circles: 
An Indigenous Guide to Finding Career 
Paths on May 21-23 at Nänkäk Chèholay 
and Tr’odëk Hätr’unohtän Zho | Yukon 
University Dawson Campus. 

The Guiding Circles purpose is to help 
gain a better understanding of yourself 
to help determine a career direction. The 
workshops help participants consider 
their own needs and values, as well as 
connection and role in community and 
family. Participants did a Medicine Wheel 
exercise to help understand their gifts, 
who they are and how to develop their 
individual gifts and strengths to find a clear 
path forward. 
Becky, Katie and Natalja were joined by co-
facilitator Debbie Nagano and the Elders 
on Campus hosts Roberta Joseph and 
Angie Joseph-Rear to offer the workshop 
to four TH Citizens. 
If you are interested in joining the second part of this two part workshop, get in touch 
with the Adult Learning team! Email becky.alderson@trondek.ca for more information.

Planning for the Future Wëdzey nëk-’ąy! I see a caribou! 



Community Meet & Greet at the Whitehorse Office
April Events

On May 21, we opened the doors to our Whitehorse office and let the coffee percolate, 
the moose stew simmer, and the bannock warm up just right. 

No sign-in sheets, no microphones—just old-fashioned visiting the way we like it. People 
came in with big smiles, hearty handshakes, and a few good jokes tucked up their 
sleeves. It was the kind of gathering where you sit down for five minutes and end up 
staying two hours, catching up on local news, teasing the new staff a little, and maybe 
sharing a memory or two over a plate of dry meat and fish.

We were proud to welcome a room full of friendly faces—from Whitehorse locals to 
folks from other First Nations, and even a few from organizations like the Yukon Food 
Security Network, the Anti-Poverty Coalition, and FASSY. It was a time to slow down, 
enjoy one another’s company, and build those small but important connections that 
make a community strong. We introduced our new team (don’t worry, we’re teaching 
them how to make bannock properly), talked about the services we offer, and most 
importantly, just spent time together. 

Mähsį’ cho to everyone who joined us – Nëkhwätr’ënoh’ąy gha shò tr’ìnląy – we were 
so happy to see you all. Let’s do it again soon… maybe with seconds on the stew next 
time.

Kathy Jones-Gates and her husband Michael Gates stopped by the Heritage department  
at the end of May with a very special contribution to the Heritage Collection: two pairs 
of mint condition mukluks made by Annie Henry!
It is thought the mukluks were most likely made over the winter of 1982 - 83. 

Kathy, the then manager of Maximillian’s, acquired them from Annie in the spring of 83’. 
Annie came into Max's to ask if she could sell her winters work in the store. Over the 
summer season, many of Annie's mittens, slippers, gauntlets and mukluks were sold to 
visitors and passers by. At the end of the season, Kathy purchased the last two pairs of 
mukluks left. 

Both pairs are adorned with traditional beaded floral patterns on a white background 
and green leaves onto hand tanned hide, while the remainder is put together with 
commercial hide. There is a fringed ring around the cuffs, and a braid of red and 
turquoise yarn attaching two orange pompoms. 
These mukluks were only worn once, and despite being over 40 years old look brand 
new!

If you’d like more information on the Heritage Collection, feel free to reach out to the 
Heritage Collection Steward, Dylan Meyerhoffer at dylan.meyerhoffer@trondek.ca or 
(867) 993-7121

A New Addition to our Heritage Collection



Holiday Special Events

Notices

Youth Engagement & Information Session

Discussion on the Ni’ehłyat Nidähjì’ Framework
At K’äjìt-in Zho

Wednesday, June 4, 3:30 - 5:00 pm : Pizza provided!
Wednesday, June 11, 2:00 - 4:00 pm : Bannock Wednesday!



Notices



National Indigenous Peoples Day is June 21, 2025! 
Please join us for live performances, hand games, bannock and more!
This year, our poster features the Christiansen family. Mähsį cho to the Christiansens for 
honouring us and coming together in celebration of this important day!
Every year, we feature a different family for the National Indigenous Peoples Day poster.

Image ID - Top: Shane Christiansen, James Christiansen, George McLeod, Esther Christiansen, Hayden 
McHugh, Charmaine Christiansen Bottom: Shailey Carlick, Art Christiansen, Eldria Christiansen, Khloe Carlick


