
May

2
0

2
5

Ä̀h’ä̀ srä̀nä̀ honląy. It is spring outside.

Łąy Sranän

May (Dog month)



Notices

Council Meetings 
Citizens can attend in-person or via Zoom. 
Please go to trondek.ca or our FB page for the Zoom links. 
Wednesday, May 7    
TH Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm in Council Chambers, Room 201A
Tuesday, May 13   
Elders Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm at Äłät Nëhëjël
Wednesday, May 21
TH Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm in Town Hall Conference Room, Best Western 
Gold Rush Inn
Monday, May 26
TH Youth Council Meeting @ 5:00 pm at K’äjit-in Zho
Thursday, May 29
Special Elders Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm at Äłät Nëhëjël
For Council meeting enquiries and to ask about virtual attendance via Zoom 
please email council.support@trondek.ca 



Notices 



On April 15 and 16, Citizens, Elders, knowledge holders, and guests from across the 
Yukon arrived at Nänkäk Ch’ëhòląy (Land of Plenty) to discuss Indigenous Protected 
and Conserved Areas. There were representatives from several First Nations and 
organizations who walk a similar path. We were all gathered to talk about what it 
means to care for the land in a good way.

For two days, the room was full of voices, laughter, hard questions, and quiet 
moments. The Traditional Knowledge Circle sat alongside representatives from 
the “How We Walk” group, the Yukon River Intertribal Watershed Council and 
Yukon University. There were representatives from Vuntut Gwitchin, Nacho Nyäk 
Dun, Carcross Tagish, and Ta’an Kwächä First Nations. TH staff and Citizens brought 
forward stories and teachings that have been carried over the years. It was a space 
for sharing. 

Language and stories were held at the forefront of the gathering. Many different 
languages were spoken, and stories were shared about the land, the rivers, our 
ancestors and animals. There was dialogue about conservation not just in terms 
of policy but also in a discussion of what it looks like to truly live the shared 
responsibilities for the land, for each other and for future generations. The 
conversations were recorded by Darcy McDiarmid with help from Chantal Rousseau. 
Darcy painted the themes of the weekend with vivid colour onto a large birch canvas.

There were moments of laughter, tears, introspection, and the kind of silence that 
comes when everyone is listening with their whole selves.
This was a jam packed two days, but no one seemed tired. Instead, we left feeling 
lighter, hopeful and inspired. Reconnected to something older than any of us and 
ready to keep walking this path together.

We would like to say a huge mähsį cho to TH Citizens who took the time to 
participate, Elders and Knowledge Holders from across the territory who traveled to 
share their knowledge and experiences with us.  Mähsį cho to Ali Anderson for the 
caribou donation, it was greatly appreciated and enjoyed! Mähsį cho to the Heritage, 
Natural Resources and Education Departments for your participation and help 
throughout the organizing, set up and implementation of the camp.

Keep an eye out for future events regarding conservation and Indigenous protected 
areas. 

If you have any questions or comments, please contact us at:
Implementation Department
Anna Claxton, anna.claxton@trondek.ca
Donna Michon, donna.michon@trondek.ca 

Stronger Together: Language, Story and Conservation



April Events

Ga(h) nëk-’ay! I see a rabbit!

The Easter Party on April 
17 at K’äjit-in Zho was 
a packed house! The 
evening consisted of an 
Easter themed scavenger 
hunt, games, and a ham 
dinner. Fun was had by all!

Sneak a Peek at Spring Camp:

The Heritage Department’s Spring Camp was 
very successful, with around 100 participants 
attending on Saturday and many more Friday 
and Sunday. The weekend included processing 
caribou legs, jerky making, regalia making and 
Dënezhu bingo! More photos to come...



A Gathering to Cherish: 
Highlights from Our Elders Event

April Events

The Elders gathering held at the TH Whitehorse office on April 23 was a warm and 
meaningful event. The room was filled with laughter, memories, and connections 
that touched all our hearts. Eight attendees graced us with their presence—Corina 
Butterworth, Judy and Chester Kelly, Gerald Isaac, Patricia Simcox, Lyle and Diana Leas, and 
Donna Darbyshire—alongside staff members Paul Butterworth and Janice Brown.

One of the highlights was exploring the CYFN archive binders, where the group reminisced 
and worked together to identify Citizens from past events in the 1970s and 1990s. Gerald 
and Chester plan to return in the coming weeks to continue their journey through the 
archives, while special arrangements have been made for Marie (Alice) Johns to review 
the binders in the comfort of her home due to mobility difficulties. Once completed, the 
binders will be returned to their caretaker, Donna Darbyshire.

The gathering ended with an enthusiastic consensus to host a monthly Elders gathering 
moving forward a testament to the joy and connection these events bring. A heartfelt note 
from the group: they missed Lynda’s bannock but are sending warm wishes and hope she 
feels better soon.

We look forward to continuing this tradition of celebrating the wisdom and stories of our 
cherished Elders.

Heritage



Holiday Special Events

Community Health Talk 

Wednesday, May 21 

5:30 pm – 7:30 pm 

At the CJJC 

Light snacks provided. 

Monday Games Night 

Mondays 

5:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

At the CJJC

Craft Night 

Thursdays 

5:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

At the CJJC

The final Community Luncheon of the season will be on Friday, May 23 

May: Mark your Calendars



Notices

Join the Ninju Running Club!
April 29 - June 3
Tuesday, 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Grades 4 - 7

Join TH Heritage and Dawson 
City Recreation Department 
for some fantastic running 
adventures!
Enjoy the freedom of the 
outdoors while exploring 
Dawson’s beautiful streets and 
trails.
Free to join, but registration is 
required.
Meet/pick up @ RSS

For more information,
E recreation@cityofdawson.ca
P: (867) 993-7400 ext. 299

There will be an Elders Visit at the 
Robert Service School!
Wednesday, May 21
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Join for tea and snacks, 
Tour and visit the school with TH 
Education and RSS Staff!




